NERERRY dé amore Martis et Veneris

The pantomimus Paris performed for his lover, the Empress Domitia Augusta,
on a private stage in the palace of her husband Domitian. The performance was a
one-man version of the love-affair between Mars and Venus (who was already
married to Vulcan the son of Juno), a story of divine adultery that mirrored the
actual adultery between the empress and the pantomimus.

The story below is a retelling of the myth, based on the Latin version of Ovid, in
his Metamorphoses, 1V. 169-189. When you have read this story, answer the
questions that follow.

deus Sol primus adulterium Veneris et Martis vidit, quod semper omnia primus
videt. qui, magno dolore affectus, Vulcano, filid [indnis, maritdoque Veneris,

fartum atque locum fartT quam celerrimé demonstravit. quae cum Vulcanus
audivisset, palluit et statuam auream, quam callidé sculpébat, statim omfsit.

deinde 1ra commotus, did in officina laborabat; tandem, caténis gracilibus ex aere 5
excusTs, rétia perfecit ut laqueTs subtilibus amantés deprehenderet. haec rétia,

quae tanta arte facta sunt ut tactis levés momentaque parva sequerentur,

Vulcanus in lectd Veneris collocavit. postquam Venus, uxor Vulcani, cum

adulterdo Marte in lectum conscendit et Mars, “veni, mea columba,” exclamavit,

in medits amplexibus rétibus subtilibus implicati sunt. quds cum vidisset, 10
Vulcanus ceterds deds arcessivit ut flagitium patefaceret. di, Venerem Martemque
conspicati, valde deériserunt.

adulterium adultery subtilibus: subtilis of fine texture
fartum: fartum here secret love déprehenderet: déprehendere seize
callide cleverly tactas: tactus touch
omisit: omittere drop leves: levis light
gracilibus: gracilis  thin, slender momenta: mgmentum movement
aere: aes bronze sequerentur: sequl here yield to
excisis: excudere forge amplexibus: amplexus embrace
rétia: réte net (cf. réetiarius) implicatt sunt: implicare entangle
laquets: laqueus snare, trap flagitium: flagitium shame

1 Who was the first to see the adultery? Why?

2 How did the Sun react? What did he do?

3  How did Vulcan react? What did he drop?

4 Describe the snare which Vulcan created. Where was it?

5 Describe the success of his snare.

6 What did Vulcan do when he saw Venus and Mars? Why?

7 What was the gods’ reaction? How else might they have reacted?

8 If the Empress Domitia and the pantomimus Paris were the real-life

counterparts of Venus and Mars, who together were the real-life counterparts
of Vulcan?
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